
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q: Why should students at LVR take the test?   

A: The PARCC is a state mandated test.  The goal of the assessment is to determine whether or not 

students are College and Career Ready.   

Q: How will the district use my child’s PARCC results? 

A: The district will not use the PARCC results to make any placement 
decisions this coming school year due to the fact that the PARCC is new 
and the district is transitioning. There is also a matter of practicality.  Students will 
not be placed in remedial classes or gifted and talented classes as a result 
of PARCC performance. In following years, the district will need to assess 
the usefulness of PARCC results for student placement purposes.  
 
Q: I have a child in high school. Is the PARCC a graduation 
requirement? 
 
A: YES AND NO…Because the PARCC is a new test, the NJDOE is 
allowing the PARCC to be used by students to meet graduation 
requirements along with other standardized tests. In other words, the 
PARCC is one pathway to high school graduation. Students in the classes 
of 2016, 2017, and 2018 may also meet graduation requirements by taking 
the following tests and achieving a passing score as follows: 
 

English Language Arts Mathematics 

Passing Score on PARCC ELA Grade 9 or 10 or 11 Passing Score on PARCC Algebra I or Geometry or 
Algebra II 

SAT score greater than or equal to 400 or ACT 
score greater than or equal to 16 

SAT score greater than or equal to 400 or ACT 
score greater than or equal to 16 

Accuplacer Write Placer greater than or equal to 6 Accuplacer Elementary Algebra greater than or 
equal to 76 

PSAT greater than or equal to 40 PSAT greater than or equal to 40 

ACT Aspire greater than or equal to 422 ACT Aspire greater than or equal to 422 

ASVAB –AFQT greater than or equal to 31 ASVAB –AFQT greater than or equal to 31 

Meet Criteria of the NJDOE Portfolio Appeal Meet Criteria of the NJDOE Portfolio Appeal 

 

 
Q: If my high school child completes the PARCC, will the results 
appear on my child’s transcript? 
 
A: NO…While the New Jersey Department of Education originally 
suggested that PARCC scores would be required on transcripts, their 
position has changed. For now, there is no requirement to place PARCC 
scores on transcripts. Our opinion, after consultation with the NJDOE, is 



that PARCC scores will not become part of high school transcripts anytime 
soon given a host of factors including the fact that other standardized tests 
like the SAT are not recorded on transcripts. 
 
Q: Is it true that students who take the PARCC will be exempt from final exams? How will those final 
grades be calculated without a final exam? 
 
A: Yes.  Students who sit for the PARCC will be exempt from the final exam in those content areas.  
However, they can still choose to take a final exam.  Students exempt from a final exam will have their 
final grade calculated from the average of the four marking periods. 
 

Q: How can my child benefit from taking the PARCC? 

A: There are a number of benefits from taking the PARCC for students, 
parents, and teachers. Overall, the new PARCC performance reports will 
provide additional information well beyond what the NJASK and HSPA 
reports provided in the past. For example, parents and teachers will 
receive a new and more comprehensive performance report indicating 
overall student growth based on prior year performance and also in relation 
to growth when compared to students with similar scores. Taking the 
PARCC will prepare your child for the future. According to the College 
Board, the new SAT will be aligned to the Common Core, thus making 
PARCC a great tool for SAT preparation. Previously, the 
NJDOE announced that high school students who demonstrate proficiency 
on the PARCC will receive a certificate that can be used to bypass remedial 
coursework and placement exams as they enter college. This certificate 
may be helpful for juniors who have already met graduation requirements 
through SAT performance or other standardized tests as noted above. 
 
Q: What happens if school is closed or delayed during a test day? 
 
A: Any day that school is closed, delayed or early dismissal will be made up during the make-up week. 
 
Q: Are the PBA (Performance Based Assessments) in March and the EOY (End of Year Assessments) 
the same amount of days? 
 
A: No, the PBA will cover 5 days and the EOY will cover 4 days. 
 
Q: Will you supply headphones for the test? 
 
A: Although we will have a limited supply, it is strongly encouraged that students bring their own. 
 
 
Q: Will the timing of the PARCC test impact AP Exams?   
 
A: No, all AP Exams will be given on their assigned National test dates. 
 



Q: When will the results of the PARCC be made available? 
 
A: NJDOE has informed us that the scores will be made available in October 2015. 
 
Q: If I am a Senior, do I have to take the PARCC? 
 
A: No.  You have met the NJDOE requirement for standardized tests by taking the HSPA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


